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United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees calls on Foreign Minister

Dhaka, 8 July : 

Foreign Minister A H Mahmood Ali urged the UNHCR to call upon the Government of Myanmar to take meaningful measures to ensure return of all Myanmar nationals staying in Bangladesh to their homeland in Rakhine State. 

The Foreign Minister made this request to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi during a meeting between the two today. Grandi is currently visiting Bangladesh and will have a mission to Cox’s Bazar on Monday (10 July 2017) to meet Myanmar refugees.

During the meeting, the Foreign Minister apprised the UN Refugee Agency Chief of the measures taken by the Government of Bangladesh to provide humanitarian assistances to Myanmar refugees and the undocumented Myanmar nationals. He also informed the High Commissioner that as many as 236,599 Rakhine Muslims had been repatriated till 2005. He thanked the UNHCR for providing valuable support throughout the process of repatriation of this huge number of Myanmar nationals. However, the Foreign Minister expressed concern over unilateral halt of the repatriation process by the Government of Myanmar since 2005 even though 10,820 refugees had been cleared by both countries through verification process.  He stressed that constant presence of the huge number of Myanmar Nationals in Cox’s Bazar district has created a number of adverse effects on the overall socio-economic, political, demographic, environmental and humanitarian and security situation of Cox’s Bazar and adjacent districts. 

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees commended the Government of Bangladesh for being benevolent to host a large number of Myanmar nationals for long time as well as for providing the humanitarian assistances to them. He underscored that the root cause of the instability in Rakhine State lies in the expropriation of citizenship of the Rakhine Muslims.
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miKv‡ii mvdj¨, AR©b I Dbœqb fvebv kxl©K mgv‡e‡k Z_¨mwPe

‡gŠjfxevRvi, 24 Avlvp (8 RyjvB) 
	Ôbvix‡`i NiKb¨vi Kv‡R †i‡L wfkb-2021 ev¯Íevqb m¤¢e bqÕ e‡j‡Qb Z_¨mwPe giZzRv Avng`| wZwb AvR †gŠjfxevRvi †Rjvi kªxg½j Dc‡Rjv cwil` wgjbvqZ‡b miKv‡ii mvdj¨, AR©b I Dbœqb fvebv wel‡q †Rjv Z_¨ Awdm Av‡qvwRZ GK gwnjv mgv‡e‡k G K_v e‡jb|
	Z_¨mwPe Zuvi e³‡e¨ bvixi Dbœq‡b miKvi M…nxZ Kvh©µg¸‡jvi mydj Z…Yg~j ch©v‡q †cuŠ‡Q w`‡Z mswkøó mK‡ji cÖwZ AvnŸvb Rvbvb| wZwb bvixi ÿgZvqb I Av_©mvgvwRK Dbœq‡b wgwWqvi f~wgKvi Ici ¸iæZ¡v‡ivc K‡ib| Gmgq wZwb bvixi ÿgZvq‡b miKv‡ii †bqv c`‡ÿc I cÖavbgš¿x  †kL nvwmbvi `kwU we‡kl D‡`¨vM wb‡q wewfbœ Z_¨ DcvË Zz‡j a‡ib| 
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